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Troy CROWN ES THE TAN wirtn THY GOOD NES 
PSALM LXV. 11. 


INNUMERABLE are the proofs which we have 
of the exiſtence of God, and of the certainty of his all- 
ruling Providence. Some of them are ſo conſtantly 
before our eyes that they have become familiar to 
us, and on that account make the leſs ſenſible im- 
preſſion. Every thing which we behold, or feel, or 
enjoy, teſtify of him. Matter, we know, has not 
power of motion or of action. It poſleſſes neither 
{kill to contrive, nor ability to execute. It remains 
In the poſition in which it is placed, and operates 
as it is directed. Who then ſpread out the heavens, 
and this earth? Who furniſhed them with their va- 
rious ſtores, kindled the luminaries which adorn 
them, and conducts them in their revolutions ? Are 
not theſe doings of an Almighty agent? The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the ſirmament ſhew- 
eth his handy-work. Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, 
and night unto night ſheweth knowledge. There is 
no ſpeech nor language where their voice is not heard. 
Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their 

words to the ends of the world; in them hath he 
ſet a tabernacle for the? ſun.” What illuſtrious 
proofs of the being and perfections of God may like- 
: 9 wiſe 
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wiſe be derived from our own nature? We are fear- 
fully and wonderfully made, and that our fouls know 
right well; and every part of our frame gives evi- 
dence that he hath formed our hearts alike, and 
made of one blood all nations of men that dwell on 
the face of the earth. 

As thus © the inviſible things of God from the 
creation of the world are clearly ſeen, being under- 
ſtood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead, ſo he has at no time left him- 
ſelf without a witneſs, in that he has done good, and 
given rain from heaven and fruitful ſeafons.” His 
glorious perfections are continually diſplayed in the 
courſe of his providence, and in particular in the 
bounties of the ſeaſon. The earth has no power of 
production in itſelt. The elements cannot of their 
own accord, act in a regular plan, or with gracious 
influence upon each other. Are there any among 
the vanities of the Gentiles that can cauſe rain, or 
can the heavens give ſhowers? Art not thou he, O 
Lord our God?” The fame omnipotent hand that 
created the univerſe is at work, and always revealed, 
in conducting the revolving year. In time conve- 
nient * he giveth ſnow like wool ; he ſcattereth the 

| hoar froſt like aſhes ; he caſteth forth his ice like 

morſels ; who can ſtand before his cold? When 

it is neceſſary for the welfare of his offspring 
that theſe be removed, the Creator ſendeth out 
| his 
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his word and melteth them, he cauſeth his wind to 
blow, and the waters flow.” By his command and 
aid man gocth forth to his work; the gesund re- 
ceives his labour, and the furrow its fect; God 
warms it with the ſun, and cheriſheth it with the 
drops of the dew ; and he cauſeth it bud and bring 
forth, that it may yield ſced for the ſower, and 
bread for the eater. I will hear the heavens, 
faith the Lord, and they ſhall hear the earth, and 
the earth ſhall hear the corn, and the wine, and the 
oil.” The ſeaſon of maturity at length approach. 
eth; God giveth the early and the latter rain, and 
reſeryeth the appointed weeks of the harveſt. 

We have a molt beautiful deſcription in the paf- 
ſage of ſcripture whence my text is taken, of the 
manner in which God bringeth forward the fruits of 
the earth, and crowneth the year with his goodneſs. 
C Thou viſiteſt the earth, and watereſt it: thou 
greatly enricheſt it with the river of God, which is 
full of water; thou prepareſt them corn when thou 
haſt ſo provided for it. Thou watereſt the ridges 
thereof abundantly : thou ſettleſt the furrows there- 
of: thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers ; thou bleſleſt 
the ſpringing thereof. Thou crowneſt the year with 
thy goodneſs; and thy paths drop fatneſs. They 
drop upon the paſtures of the wilderneſs, and tlie 
little hills rejoice on every ſlide. The paſtures are 

ns Az dclothed 
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1 


clothed with Hocks; the vallies alſo are covered over 

with corn; they ſhout for joy, they alſo ſing ;” 
And how remarkably has this laſt autumn been 
crowned with the divine goodneſs? The crop may 
not ſcem, and I believe is not, uncommonly abun- 
dant ; but we have certainly enjoyed in an eminent 
degree that bleſſing for which we are convened to 
expreſs our thankfulneſs. The weather, during the 
weeks of harveſt, was exceedingly favourable ; and 
the produce of the ground, though not luxurianr, 
has been brought home in the beſt poſſible condition 
for the uſe of man and beaſt. Beſides this advan- 
tage of in-gathering, another diſtinguiſhed benefit 
has been beſtowed upon us in this quarter of the 
country, an excellent ſeaſon for fowing wheat. We 
account that much depends on that part of the crop, 
and that the ſtate which the ground is in for recei- 
ving the ſecd, has a great eflect in determining the 
zncreaſe ; and ſurely we ought not to be unmindful 
of the bounty of Providence in this reſpect. Upon 
the whole, when we compare the preſent year with 
the preceding, what reaſon have we to ſay unto 
God, © Thou haſt crowned it with thy goodneſs.” 
Though at all times he has chaſtened us leſs than 
our iniquities deſerve, laſt year, on account of the 
inclemency of the ſeaſon, the fruits of the earth 
were injured, and found very ſcanty ; the work of 
the labourer was unpleaſant, and that part of it 
which 


5 
which regarded the rearing of wheat for the preſent 
crop was in a great meaſure prevented; in this year, 


however, we enjoyed with delight the appointed 
weeks of the harveſt; and are bleſſed with a favour- 
able proſpect tor the time to come. 

BS diſcourſing farther from this ſubject, I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew you theuſes which we ought to make 
of the Divine goodness in the courſe of the ſeaſon. 

Firſt, That God has crowned the year with his 
goodneſs, ſhould prompt us to render him gratitude 
and prai/c. 

A pleaſant and promiſing harvelt is a very great 
bleſſing. Though God giveth unto all their food, 
he employs means to produce it, and cauſes the in- 
creaſe of the field be the ſtore whence their wants 
are ſupplied. When he would puniſh a people for 
their iniquities, he threatens to deprive them of the 
hopes of the year, by making their heaven as iron, 
and their earth as braſs, and by ſending among 
them famine, and blaſting, and mildew; and he 
encourages them to walk in his ſtatutes, and keep 
his commandments, and do them, by promiſing 
<« that he would give the rain in due ſeaſon, and 
the land ſhould yield her increaſe, and the trees of 
the field ſhould yield their fruit, and their threſhing 
ſhould reach unto the vintage, and the vintage ſhould 
reach unto the ſowing time, and they ſhould eat 

their 
* Levit. xxvi. 4, 9. | 


ap 
their bread to the full, and dwell in the land ſafely.” 
Such mercies are ſignal fruits of the Divine good- 
nels, and of indiſpenſible importance for the well. 
fare of mankind. They loudly ſummon up the at- 
tention of thoſe who enjoy them, and demand their 
_ grateful acknowledgements. | 

God has made every thing beautiful in his time. 
When he cauſes the productions of nature appear 
in their bloom, as if conſcious of their dignified 
eſtate, they rejoice in the radiance with which he 
clothes them, and withexpreſlive, though filent voice, 
diſplay the munificence of their author. © Conſi- 
der'the lilies of the field how they grow ; they toil 
not, neither do they ſpin ; yet Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of theſe.” And ſhall 
man, for whoſe benefit the whole was ordained, 
not partake of the ſpirit which animates them? Has 
God given for his delight every flower which is plea- 
ſant to the eyes, and every herb bearing ſeed which 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree in 
which is the fruit of a tree yielding ſeed, to be for 
meat ; and ſhall his heart feel no gratitude, nor his 
tongue be employed in offering praiſe ? When theſe 
mercies abound to him through the favour of hea- 
ven, is he not called upon in an eſpecial manner to 
expreſs his thankfulneſs to the Parent of ſeaſons ? 

Every creature ſeems ſo formed as to be capable 
of Acknowiedging the hand that miniſters to its ne- 

ceſlities 
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ceſſities. By the natural inſtin& which demands 
ſuſtenance it ſeeks its meat from God, who endow- 
ed it with that craving ; and though, after its wants 
are ſupplied, it cannot riſe to an immediate confeſ- 
fion of the Father of mercies, it preſents its tribute 
of gratitude by reverencing him who acts as his Stew- 
ard upon earth. The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the aſs his maſter's crib.” Man occupies an in- 
termediate ſpace between the Almighty and his off- 
ſpring in this lower world. He poſſeſſes a heavenly 
ſoul, and a terreſtrial body. He was made after the 
image of the Creator, and yet is allied to the crea- 
ture. He receives from the One, and communi- 


+ cates to the other. To him is given an underſtand- 


ing, to explore the works of God, a heart to take 
pleaſure in them, and a tongue to proclaim his 
praiſe. Come, then, thou prieſt of the moſt High 
God, thou Lord over the works of his hands here 
below, act worthy of the dignity with which thou 
art inveſted, and faithfully execute the charge com- 
mitted to thee. Do the creatures which are ſub- 
jected to thy command kindly acknowledge thy be- 
neficence, and regularly attend at the times and pla- 
ces in which they receive their accuſtomed fare! 
then let every renewed mercy, and eſpecially every 
returning year which is crowned with the Divine 
goodneſs, ſtrengthen thy thankfulneſs to God, en- 
large thine acquaintance with him, and make thee 

conſcientious 


they are repeated art thou the more devoted to him! 


a defence. If I forget thee, O God, let my right 


„ 
conſcientious in rendering the ſirſt fruits of it to 
him in a facrifice of praiſe. Doſt thou perceive that 
the eyes of all things wait on him, and that he o- 
pens his liberal hand and gives them their food in 
time convenient! be thou their mouth to cauſe aſ- 
cend unto him the expreſſions of that ſatisfaction 
which they feel when their deſires are gratified, and 
to publiſh the benignity of the Parent of nature. 
Art thou moved by a ſenſe of obligation when thou 
receiveſt favours from a brother, and the oftener 


think how much tenderer the ties by which thou 
art bound to him who beſtows on thee the bounties 
of thy ſeaſon, and who around all thy glory proves 


hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember 
thec, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 
if I prefer not thee above my chief joy.“ 
Secondly, That God has crowned the year with 
his goodneſs ſhould diſpoſe us to a cheerful and tem 
perate enjoyment of his mercies. 
When our fellow men beitow gifts upon us, they 
delight in ſeeing us derive comfort from them. 
Should we lay them up in ſtore, and deny ourſelves 
the uſe of them, our benefactors would regard us as 
perſons of an ungenerous diſpoſition who concealed 
their kindneſs, and could not be profited by any 
good which was done us; but when we prudently 
| employ 
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employ them on every proper occaſion, they reckon 
themſelves honoured by our conduct, and feel an inte- 
reſt in our beneſit: In like manner, © every creature of 
God is good, and nothing to be refuſed, if it be re- 
ceived with thankſgiving,” He ſaw it to be neceſ- 
ſary for the welfare of iis offspring, and would not 
have granted it if he had not intended that it ſhould 
be enjoyed. If any refuſe to occupy his mercies 
when they are conferred on them, they accuſe his 
wiſdom in making ſuch liberal proviſion for them, 
and keep for their hurt what might have been pro- 
ductive of much happineſs. Wherefore, when God 
crowns the year with his goodneſs, it is right and 
comely for a man to enjoy with pleaſure the fruits 
of all his labour which he taketh under che ſun. 
Every one alſo to whom he hath given riches and 
wealth, and hath given him power to cat thercof, 
and to take his portion, and rejoice in his labour; 
this is the gift of God.“ The Jews were command- 
ed to obſerve the feaſt after they had gathered in 
their corn, and their wine, and to rejoice in it, they 
and all their houſhold; becauſe the Lord their God 
had bleſſed them in their increaſe, and in all the 

works of their hands. | 
But while we allow ourſelves a cheerfu!, we mult 
guard againſt an wawfu!, enjoyment of the boun- 
ties of Providence. We are to uſe them, yet ſo as 
not to abuſe them. Though they be excellent in 
B themſelves, 


and thou forget the Lord thy God, and thou ſay in 


5 
themſelves, by reaſon of the corruption of human 
nature, they eaſily become incentives to intempe- 
rance; and while a few of mankind, by a criminal 
ſelf. denial, puniſh themſelves and diſhonour their 
Maker, an infinitely greater number are in danger 
of rendering his mercies the means of carrying them 
to exceſs. How readily does honour, through the 
pride and vanity of our hearts, tempt to a forget- 
fulneſs of God? power, to an oppreſſion of thoſe 
who are under our authority? and affluence to cri- 
minal indulgence ? How dangerous an evil is carnal 
mindedneſs ! how inſenſibly does it grow, and how 
abſolutely does it enſlave under the influence of 
proſperity ? Moſes earneſtly beſought the Iſraelites 
to guard againſt its chains. Beware that thou 
forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his 
commandments, and his judgments, and his ſta- 
tutes ; leſt when thou haſt eaten and are full, and 
haſt built goodly houſes, and dwelt therein ; and 
when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy 
filver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou 
haſt is multiplied ; then thine heart be lifted up, 


thine heart, my power, and the might of my hand 
hath gotten me this wealth.” Or though our a- 
bundance ſhould not carry us to ſuch a height of 


impiety, we ought to remember that every act of 
unlawful 


” Deut. Vill, IF, 125, 133 145 17. 


1 
unlawful indulgence is an approach to it, and has 
an effect to corrupt the mind, and deſtroy the prin- 
ciples of religion. 

There cannot certainly be a greater proſtitution 
of the gifts of Providence, than thus to render them 
the food of ſenſuality. Should any friend upon 
earth put a price into our hands, not only for relie- 
ving us from neceſſity, but for obtaining ſome va- 
luable acquiſition ; if we ſhould ſo miſapply that as 
to cauſe it be the mean of eſtranging us from him, 
of making us troubleſome to ſociety, and of render- 
ing our condition more miſerable than formerly ; 
may we not believe that he would be offended and 
grieved by our wicked behaviour, and reſolve that 
we ſhould not in future have his beneficence. And 
may we not be aſſured, that the anger of the Lord 
will be kindled againſt us, if, by extravagance, we 
employ for our deſtruction, what he intended for 
our benefit ? May he not juſtly forbear to crown the 
year with his goodneſs, if we make ſuch a perverſe 
uſe of it? And even if he ſhould continue to cauſe 
his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and to 
ſend rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt, will not the 
deſpiſers of his mercy have a dreadful account to 
give him at the laſt ? © But and if that evil ſervant 
| ſhall ſay in his heart, my Lord delayeth his coming; 
and ſhall begin to {mite his fellow ſervants, and to 
eat and drink with the drunken : the Lord of that 

B 2 ſervant 
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ſcripture. Love not the world, neither the 


world, the love of the Father is not in him. For 


full and deny him. Enjoy his gifts; but abſtain 


are ſenſible that God is a liberal giver, but that you 


TE 
ſervant will come in a day that he looketh not for 
him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and 
Hall cut bim aſunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites: there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth.“ 80 

Exceſs in the uſe of God's mercies being ſo in- 
conſiſtent with the purpoſe for which they were 
beſtowed, there is no ſpecies of iniquity againſt 
which we are more frequently admoniſhed in 


things that are in the world; if any man love the 


all that is in the word, the luſt of the fleſh, and the 
luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father but of the world. 4 Ye aſk and receive not, 
becauſe ye aſk amiſs, that ye may conſume it upon 
your luſts. Ye adulterers and adultereſſes, know 
ye not that the friendſhip of this world is enmity 
with God. Whoſoever therefore will be a friend of 
the world is the enemy of God.” —Hear ye then, 
brethren, the word of exhortation. When God in- 
creaſes his bounty to you, take heed that ye be not 


from fleſhly luſts. Shew by the cheerfulneſs, and 
at the ſame time regularity, of your hves, that you 


know the bounds within which every appetite. 
2 mould 


* x John ii. 15, 16. f James iv. 3, 4. 


ſhould be reſtrained, that ye diſhonour him not * 
an indiſcreet uſe of his mercies. 
Thirdly, That God has crowned the year with 
his goodneſs, ſhould diſpoſe us to di rribute of our 
abundance to the neceſſities of others. 

Very unequal are the portions of this world's 
goods, which are poſſeſſed by perſons in different 
conditions. Some enjoy a large ſhare of them, 
while others have nothing provided for them ; and 
ſome are ſo happily appointed as to have neither 
poverty nor riches, but are fed with food conveni- 
ent for them. There is, however, in the world 
at large, a ſufficient ſtore for the ſupply of its inha- 
bitants, and the univerſal Parent intended it for the 
ſupport of all his offspring. It is a very fooliſh and 
inhumane notion, to imagine that the abundance 
which has been beſtowed upon us ought to be ap- 
propriated ſolely to our uſe. What ſhould render 
our perſons ſo precious in the fight of the Almighty 
beyond thoſe of others? Why ſhould he withhold 
from them that he might ſurfeit us? The treaſures 
which have been committed to us we only occupy 
for him, and are required, as we have opportunity, 
to do good with them to all men, and eſpecially to 
thoſe of the houſhold of faith. We are not, indeed, 
by any means to diveſt ourſelves of our poſleſſons, 

or to make others equal ſharers of them; we owe 
the firſt duty to ourſelves and our families; but then, 
- as 
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as the vicegerents of God, we ought to employ our 
authority or ſubſtance, ** to looſe the bands of wic- 

kedneſs, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppreſſed go free, to deal our bread to the hungry, 
and to bring the poor which are caſt out to our 
houſe, when we ſee the naked that we clothe him, 
and that we hide not our eyes from our own fleſh,” 
Say not thus with Nabal, * ſhall I take my bread, 
and my water, and my fleſh that I have killed for 
my ſhearers, and give it unto men that I know not 
whence they be.” Uſe rather hoſpitality one to a- 
nother without grudging. As every man hath re- 
ceived the gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to a- 
nother, as good ſtewards of the manifold grace of 
God. 


Let the recollection how much your ſtate is affec- 


ted by the events that happen in the courſe of Pro- 


vidence, animate you to this fidelity in communi- 
cating to others. Had you acquired opulence by 
your own wildom or ability, you might claim ſome 
right to look with a churliſh or contemptuous eye 
on thoſe who had not been equally aſſiduous or ſuc- 
ceſsful ; but if it is God who gave you power to get 

wealth, boaſt not as though you had not received, 
but ſympathize with them who were not favoured 
with the ſame opportunities. If God had not crown- 
ed your labour with his bleſſing, in what condition 
would 


* I Sam. XXV. 11. 
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would you have been placed? Had the hope of the 
| year failed to any of you, what uneaſineſs would 
you have felt, and by what wants would you have 
been oppreſſed? How would you have bemoaned 
your diſtreſs in ſecret, and without any juſt reaſon 
laboured under a painful ſenſe of ignominy and diſ- 
grace in the fight of your fellow men? And do ye 
imagine that thoſe around you who are in neceſſi- 
tous circumſtances are altogether exempt from theſe 
afflicting ſenſations ? are they not perſons of like paſ- 
| ſions as you? and have not many of them their 
feelings refined by religion? Perhaps long acquain- 
tance with a deſtitute ſtate may have moderated their 
wiſhes, and blunted their feelings ; but it has not 
certainly altered their real exigencies, nor aboliſhed * 
their title to your compaſſion. While, therefore, 
ye rejoice that God has given you a goodly heritage, 
let your ſouls alſo enter into the miſeries of thoſe 
whom he hath appointed poor in this world, weep 
with them who weep : and endeavour, by the gen- 
tle exerciſe of power, by the readineſs of your con- 
deſcenſion, and by the liberality of your hand, to 
render the yoke of thoſe who are bowed down as 
light as poſſible, to aſſuage that falſe ſenſe of ſhame 
which ſo naturally attaches itſelf to poverty, and to 
redreſs the woes of the children of adverſity. 

Has the Lord dealt bountifully with you ? and are 
ye not diſpoſcd to ſay, what ſhall we render to;him 


for 


depends on the charity of others; and has made the 
moſt ample promiſes of recompence to thoſe who 
have compaſſion upon them. In the law of Moſes 


the years of Relcaſe and of Jubilee, every ſeventh 


and the poſſeſſions which had been mortgaged was 
reſtored, and the perſon who had been enſlaved 


mall pittance of the produce belonging to others. 


word of the Lord, thou ſhalt not wholly reap the 


„„ 
for all his benefits? He is, indeed, removed at an in- 
finite diſtance beyond the reach of your beneficence; 
but may ye not reaſonably enquire whether there be 
any allied to him, to whom ye may ſhew kindneſs 
for his ſake ? If ſuch is your diſpoſition, learn from 
his word in what way ye may execute your pious 
purpoſe : © * He that hath pity upon the poor lend- 
eth to the Lord, and that which he hath given will 
he pay him again.” The Almighty takes a tender 
charge of the whole human race, but he expreſſes 
the ſtrongeſt concern for the poor, whoſe portion 


he enacted ſpecial ſtatutes for aſcertaining their right, 
and directing others in their beneficence to them. In 


and every fiftieth year, whatever the poor had bor- 
rowed from their neighbours could not be exacted, 
was aliowed to go out free. As the poor had no 
property in the field, God reſerved for them a 
«+ When ye reap the harveſt of your land, ſaid the 
corners of thy field, neither ſhalt thou gather the 


_ gleanings 


* Prov. xix. 17. I Levit, xix. 9, 10. 
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gleanings of thy harveſt. And thou ſhalt not glean 
thy vineyard, neither ſhalt thou gather every grape 
of thy vineyard ; thou ſhalt leave them for the poor 
and ſtranger.” Theſe ſeveral commands are expreſ- 
ſive of the intereſt which all mankind have in the 
fruits of the earth, and of the liberality with which 
the rich ought to miniſter to the poor, when God 
has crowned the year with his goodneſs. © If there 
be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren, 
thou ſhalt ſurely give him, and thine heart ſhall not 
be grieved when thou giveſt him: becauſe that for 
this thing the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all 
thy works, and in all that thou putteit thine hand 
unto. For the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land; 
therefore I command thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt open 
thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and 
to thy needy in thy land.“ | 
How powerful is this duty of diſtributing to the 
__ neceſſities of others enforced by the goſpel, as the 
natural and proper return which ſhould be made 
unto God for his kindneſs to us? We therein ob- 
ſerve, in a remarkable manner, the intimate relation 
Which the poor tand in to God. The Lord ſeſus 
Chriſt, the only begotten and well beloved Son of 
God, who took upon him our nature, that he might 
obey and ſuffer in our ſtead, and on whoſe merits 
are founded all our hopes of pardon, grace, and 
C Ls glory, 


1 Deut. Xv. 10, 11. 
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ory, in his preſent exalted ſtation in heaven is not 
aſhamed to call us brethren, and has ſuch an affec- 
tionate regard for the meaneſt and moſt deſtitute of 
them who believe in him, that he has aſſured us any 
favour done them will be acknowledged in the day 
of judgment as if beſtowed upon himſelf. ** I was 
an hungered, and ye gave me meat ; I was thirſty, 


and ye gave me drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye 


took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; ſick, and ye 
vilited me; in priſon, and ye came unto me. For as 
much as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Can ye 


| beat a loſs, then, how to acknowledge your obli- 


Ko Providence? If God has proſpered you in 
gutward eſtate, diſtribute of your abundance 


hk the-relief of his indigent children. The greater 


your ſtore is, the more it is your duty to do good 
and to communicate; and the bleſſing which you 
may expect to attend it, will be in proportion to 
your benevolence. © + This I ſay brethren,”? de- 
clares St Paul, when giving directions for the exer- 


ciſe of charity, © he which ſoweth ſparingly ſhall 


reap alſo ſparingly, and he which ſoweth bountifully. 


hall reap alſo bountifully. Every man according as 


he purpoſeth in his heart, ſo let him give; not 
grudgingly or of neceſſity, for God loveth a cheer- 
ful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound 

towards 


1 


towards you; that ye always, having all ſufficiency 
in all things, may abound to every good work.“ 

Fourthly, Since it is God who crowns the year 
with his goodneſs, we ought to truſt in him for ſucceſs 
in all our labours. Whatever be the occupation we 
purſue, we are commanded to be induſtrious in it, 
and are taught that the hand of the diligent maketh 
rich. If the huſbandman hopeth for the precious 
fruits of the carth, he muſt plow his ground, and 
ſow his ſeed, and whatſoever his hand findeth to do 
in fertilizing the ſoil, he ſhould do it with all his 
might. The merchant who would acquire wealth 
muſt be attentive to his employment, compaſs ſea 
and land to exchange his traffic, and leave no law- 
ful expedient untried with which he is favoured. 
but who is he that giveth the increaſe ? Can the 
merchant foreſee, or prevent misfortune ? Can the 
huſbandman controul the elements? are not theſe 
the prerogatives of God; and is it not he who in 
every inſtance gives effect to the endeavours of man. 
Except the Lord build the houſe, they labour in 
vain that build it ; except the Lord keep the city, 
the watchman waketh but in vain.” 

In the ordinary courſe of events, mankindare very 
apt to become unmindful of this abſolute dependance 
upon God. Wrapt up in the conſideration of the 
diligence they ſhould employ, they fix their atten- 

C 2 tion 


* Pſalm cxxvii. I. 
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tion ſo ſteadily upon the outward mcan as to loſe 


ſight of him who overules its operation for promo- 


ting the end which was deſigned. Hence they are 


expoſed to much. diiquietude, and often are guilty 


of impropriety of conduct. When they fail in com- 


paſſing their object, as their view reſted ſolely on 


their own endeavours, they become weary and 
faint in their minds; or if they have been fo fortu- 
nate as to eſſectuate their purpoſe, they are in dan- 
ger of being elated with their ſucceſs, and of think- 
ing more highly of themſelves than they ought. But 
a juſt ſenſe of their dependance on God ever kept 
alive in the mind, would produce the beſt effects 
on their tempers and lives. It would excite them 
to activity in duty, as without that they could not 
85 
from being unduly aſſected by the events that took 
place. If the ſucceſs which was deſired did not fol- 
low, they would reſt ſatisſied that they had uſed 


expect the bleſling; and it would prevent them 


every mean in their power, but that the iſſue was 


etermined by him who did in all caſes what was 
beſt; and when he proſpered thein in the works of 
their hands, the bencfits conferred on them had a 
double reliſh, as they were his completion of their 


wiſhes, and could be regarded as marks of the Di- 


vine favour. This confidence in God is well plea- 
fing to him; he takes a particular intereſt in the lot 
of thoſe who exerciſe it; and it proves an anchor 


tO 


E 88-1 
to their ſouls amidſt all the viciſſitudes of fortune. 
Go to now, ye who ſay to day, or to morrow, 
we will go into ſuch a city, and continue there a 
year, and buy, and ſell, and get gain; For that ye 
ought to ſay, if the Lord will, we ſhall live, and do 
this or that.” Be aſſured that it is he who gives 
you opportunity and ſtrength for labour; andre. 
ſolve upon every undertaking in dependance upon 
his grace. As your attempts are vain without him, 
wait patiently upon him, be afraid of doing any 
thing which would be offenſive to him, and aſcribe 
your ſucceſs to his bleſſing. Let every initance of 
his bounty ſerve to conſirm your truſt in him, and 
to bind you more firmly to the intereſts of religion! 
„Know ye the God of your fathers; and ſerve him 
with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind ; for 
the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all 
the imaginations of the thoughts; if ye ſeek him, 
he will be found of you, but if ye forſake him, he 
will caſt you off for ever.” . 
Thus I have pointed out to you ſome of the Ules 

which ought to be made of the Divine Goodneſs in 
the courſe of the ſeaſon. It ſhould diſpoſe us to 
render him gratitude and praiſe—to enjoy his mer- 
cies in a cheerful yet temperate manner—to diftri- 
bute of our abundance to the neceſſities of others 
and to truſt in him for ſucceſs in all our labours. 

bn I ſhall 


* James Iv. 13. 15. 
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J ſhall conclude the ſubject by directing you to ob- 
ſerve from it, | 

What thanks we ſhould render unto God for his 
unſpeakable Gift ? If they who are forgetful of the 
advantages of their preſent exiſtence ſhut their ears 
againſt the voice of nature within them, and the 
whole frame of it around them, with what criminal 
inattention are they chargeable who neglect that 
aſtoniſhing diſplay of grace, that God ſpared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all! The 
bounties of Providence are adapted only to our bo- 
dies, and conduce to our comfort in this life ; but 
by Jeſus Chriſt he has made proviſion for our ſpiri- 
tual intereſts, and begotten us to the lively hope of 
an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away. Nay, it is by the mediation of 
Jeſus that we have the ſanctiſied uſe of every diſ- 
penſation, and can regard them as bearing a favour- 
able aſpect to us. The mercies beſtowed on us we 
can' conſider as the fruits of a Father's kindneſs, 
and the afflictions that befall as the appointments 


of his wiſdom, that we may be partakers of his ho- 


lineſs. All things are yours; whether the world, 
or life, or death, or things preſent, or things to 
come: all are yours, if ye are Chriſt's, ſince Chriſt 


is God's. Count all things, therefore, but loſs for 


the excellency of the knowledge of him—let your 


truſt in God be founded in his mediation—and by 


him 


LW 4 

him offer the ſacriſice of praiſe continually. While 
ye are diligent for the food that periſheth, labour 
more abundantly for that which endureth to eter- 
nal life, and make ſuch a wiſe uſe of the things 
which are ſeen and temporal, as that the gracious 
qualities of your ſouls may be improven, and that 
ye may at length be received into everlaſting habi- 
tations. Brethren the time is ſhort; it remains 
that they who have wives be as though they had 
none, they who weep as though they wept not, 
they who rejoice as though they rejoiced not, they 
who buy as though they poſſeſſed not, and they who 
uſe this world as not abuſing it; becauſe the faſhion 
of this world paſſeth away. 
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